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IMPROVING THEGRETICAL WORK IR THE
FIELD OF STATISTICS

Lenin and Stalin repeatedly emphasized the enormous significance of
statistics in the socialist state. As early as 1918, in his historical work
Ocherednyye Zajsoh: Soveiskoy: Viaat: (The Succeseive Problems of Soviet Rule),
setting forth the basic principles of socialist crgamization of production and
of the admintstration of managsment, Lenin emphasized the decisive signif .ande
of governmental accounting and control over production and allocation. In 1924,
Stalin dafined the role of statistics in a socialist - socisty in the fcllow-
1ng mamer: No.comstruetion work, no govermment vork, "No rlamning work
1s thinkabls without accurate accounting. Amd accounting 1s unthink®ble with-
out statistics. Accowsiing without scatistics will nui wake & single step
forward® {Works, Vol 6, p 214),

Soviet ntatistice are the most advanced atatistics in the vorld, The
yreatest advantage of Soviet statistics 1tes in the fact that it is, above all,
the statistics of a plamning scoislist govermment, The domination of public
ownership of ths means of production, the moral-pclitical wnity of the people,
and government planning of the nationsl cconomy have wade pomsible the flowering
of ¢ atietics in the USSR that is impossible in capitalist countries., Soviet
siatietiox &re dased on the political econcmy of socialiam, created by the
labors of Stalin and Lenin and {e the scientific generalization of the universal-
historical experience of the buildiug of socialism in the USSR,

‘“". L e, adianiages of Soviet statistics find their expression both im its
: tLeores.oel cortent and in the scope, character, and orgarization of statistical
works,

"Socialisn hae created such an organization of statistics as is entirely
unthinkable under the capitalist conditions.

It 1s well known, for example, that the existence of commeroial secrets : |
under capitalism excludes the possihilitycf getting authentic data from enter- :
-y . prises, As a result of this, the initial material, on which bourgeois statistins
[ are based, i erroneous. The bourgeois state does not strive toward the goal
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of making eiatieticsl Yacts accurate; siics such facts would discloss the con- '
Y

tradictions of capitelism erd would aprear ag en incriminatory ect against the
exploiters and their government., "The intereste of tha bourgeosie demands tho
smbellishment of capitalism and the shading of the cless gulf” (Lenin, Works,

Vol XVI, p 605} Characterizing the governmental sta..stice «f Czarigt Russia,
Lenin wrote that they were nothing more than a "police excuse.” "The Rusasiean
bureaucracy,” ke wrote, "hinders the Russian rpeople from learning the entire

truth about its situstion” (Works, Vol IX, p 77-7€), Unlike bourgeois statistics,
Soviet statiatice eerve the interssts of the peopls,

Lenin indiceted the signifisance of the battle for public accounting and
control, In cepitalist ecciety knowledge of statistics was limited to narrow
specialiste. In the Soviet State-statistics ras pacome & genulnely public
matter., Lenin set up the task popularizing statie-ics eamong the masses by every
medne possidble,

Lenin's instruction has been carried out. The Soviet people attentively
follow the indexes of the achievement of the production plan , of the growth of
the productivity of lakor, of the reducticn in cost of production, ete, ‘The
strugzle for truthful accounts, accurate calculstions , &nd acourate methods of
calculation of statisticael indexes has beccme with us a matter vital to millions
of people,

. .Thanks to the advantages of the soclalist econcmy and of the Soviet govern-
mental structure, Soviet statistics are capable of performing enormous statistical
vork - in' Bkort periods of time. The dally totals of the work of the most im-
pertant branches of industry and of tramsport in our vast country are totaled
at the exd of the next day. Quick inventories of equimment, raw, and othex
nterm.umsm-dupinthacmeofu.fwdnys. .

o . Only in the Soviet Union ix it possible in 1-2 waeks not only to obtain

' ' ‘ acoounting data concerning the operation rssults of all branches of the econonmy, )

but also to verify it cerefully by comparing departmental accounta with the RO
ocommnications from local statistical agenoies, (o

Soviet statietics can organize the collection and processing vf statistical
Jacts according to & eingle program which ig set in accordance with a system of
indexes for the national economic plan, These factis permit, the meking of a
complete and timely statistical verificaticm of the course of the national econ-
omic rlans. cf the plens of national economic supply and of the plans for ground-
ing new techniques in the national economy. They also make 1t poosidle to es-
tablish the causee of deviation from the plans, to bring to light and %o anti-
cipate possidle disppojortions in ths development of the vacious branches of <he
econany ani to reveal additional regerves which guarantee the overfulfillment
of the State plans.

y The strength of Soviet etatistics iles in the facy that it 1s based on
: the great teachings of Lenin and Stalin. Lenir's inveatigeti.u of the paths of )
development of capitalism in Russia, in other countries of Europe and in the : R K
> were based upun the critical use of an enormous quantity of statistical R ;
o materials, such as, government statistice and Zemstvo statistics of Czarist
. Ruesim, inventories of western European countries, censuses of the US, ete.
K ’ In tbe works end utterances of Lenin and Stalin on questions of the socialist
structure, there are munerous and exhaustive !ndications regarding accounting
and etatistics under socialism and about their role and taske ir the Soviet
state.

Lenin and Staiin pointed out the theoretical basie of socio-economic
" statistica as being Marxist political economy, end tleyconstantly wvaged var
against the estrangement of statistics from economic theory. "Statistics must

.

CONFIDERTIAL

N i

0809A000600220408-5 1R

. Sanitized Coy Approved for Release 2011/06/28 : CIA-RDP80-0



o

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/28 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600220408-5 88

, - 50X1-HUM|

CONFIDENTIAL

illustrate, by thoraugh &nalysie, the esteblisrsd soclo-escnomic relatiocas and
they must not become an ¢nd in themselves, &s 8o often happens with us" (Lenin . o
Works, Vol XII, p 2ch}. A politiceo-eccuomic anelysis deternines the manner in e wd
which the queoticns under investigatlon ares raised and detsrriines the program Sl '

. of stetistical works., The wmethods cf treetment of statistical facts must conform

Pt to the socio-sccnemic smad class nature of the phenomene umdsr study. "Socio-

economic statistics,” wrote lenin, "is one of the most powerful weapone of social

knowledge” (Collocted Works, Vol XIX, p 368),

Exapples of eclentific statistical analysis are fcund in Stalin's worke in
which statistical deta is widely smployed relative to the chareoter of the basic R
regults of socialist comsi ™iction on ite various levels and also relative to the IR o A
analysis of the dovelopment of capitalist economy in confcormance with established
law,

Statistics is & weapon of social knowledge. This is due to the fact that
1t operates not with chance famote, but witn the totality of fecte relative to
a given phenomenon. In his. unfinished work, Stetistice and Sociology, lenin
wrote: "In the field of social phencmens there ie nc method more prevelent or
mo¥e worthless than that of 1ifting out individual facts or the making of free
chotcen. of examples. To select exemples, in general, ien't diffiounlt; but L T
neither does 1t have any significance, or at best a pursly negative one, hecause RS
the whole orux of the matter lies in historical concrete circumstances of the
individuel Pacts, Faste 1t tevYen in their entirety, in their interrelaticnship,
are not only an cbstinate, but also &n absolutely conclusive mattor. Minor facts,
if taken out of the context of the whole, out of their interrelationship, if
fragmentary and arbitrary, only amount to a kind of plaything or something of
the 8orT.as.Tie conclusion to be drawn is clear: we must eseek to establish a
foundation ot precise and indisputable facts from which we can start, and with
which we could confrcnt any of those general or cnproximate Jjudgments waich are
80 greatly abused in certain countries today. For this foundation to exist, it
is necessary to take not individual facts, but the totality of facts relating
to a question under study ... there must be no exception. Prcoeeding from these
consigzr;tiom, we decided to begin with statistiocs” (Collected Worke, Vol XXX,
303~304.

Stelin points out: “The vork of statistice ie such tiat irdividual branches
of the wbole represent unbroken links and if one link is weakened, the whole work
riske heing ruined” (13th Congrees RCF(b), stenographic account, p 130).

. Lenin and Stalin treated the question of grouping ns the most important method
’ of scientific statistice. Lenin demonstrated that only those groupings are scien-

tific vhich proceed from laws established by Merxist political economy. "One

: and the sume msterial,” Lenin indicated, "gives dlametrically opposed conclusions

8 under different methodz of grouping” (Works, Vol XVII, p 617). Methods of group-
ing, selection of criteria which permit dividing phemomeua of one type from
rhenomena of other types, all these are determined not by subjective constructions
of statistics, but by the nature of the examined economic phencmena.

Lenin and 3ialin, refuting bru~geole sssertions wnich tend to make of

: Ll etatictics & "sclence of averages”, indfcated the limite and conditioms of a
. scientific appiication of the method of averages and criticized the method or
formal uncorrected averages., Statistical researsh shuuld be carried on in such
a way us to isclate the nev and emerging phenomena to whiocn the fuiure belongs,
although they haven't yet become the property of the massee or even typical.
For the dialectical method the most important thing is not that vhich &% a
glren moment seems to be lasting, but is already beginning to die off, but that
vhich is emerging and developing, even if at the moment it dues not appear to
be lasting. The dialectical method considers as irresistiole only tbat wh':h is

emerging ard developing” (Stelin, Questione of Lepipisp, lith Editlcn, p s317).
7
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Statistiel wors 'in the USSR is subject to the demsnds of government
manegement and of the planned leadership of sueialist mational economy .

Lenin and Stalin severely criticized echclasticism in statistical work .
"Statistics must be owr practical alds and mos scholatiolen” (Lenin, Works,
Yol XXVI, p 382). Formslistic aasertions removed from a soclo-economlc analysis
are called by Lehin and Stalin "a toying vith numbers.”

Enemies of the Party and of the Soviet people repeatedly sought to mis-
cinterpret statistical facts in the struggle sgairst the Party and employed for
thie purpose the mistakes of the then Central Statistical Administration. Ex-
posing the enemies of the Party and the people, Lenin and Stalin indicated the
road to maximum perfection of Soviet statistics.

Stalin subjected to annihilating criticiam the balance of the national
econamy as worked out b{ the Central Statistical Administration in 1926,
cherscterizing it as & toying with numbers,” In due courss, in literature
devoted to the treatment of the balance of the national economy, thers were
anti-Marzist theories current which treated the "balance of the national
aconomy” a8 8 category of elémental econamy and treated questions of balance on
the basis of & hosiile theory of balance whioh had been exposed and condemned
by the Party, The Bolshevik Party smashed the anti-Lenin “theoriea” of repreduc-
tion, H8talin worked out a theory of socialist reproduction and set before the
Marxist economists the task of working out a plan for the structural balance
of the UBSR rational economy.

In Voznesenskiy's M £ thy USSR 1 P
Wapr, it 1s showvn thet the balance of the =atiomal economy is the ex~
pression of an expanded socialist riproduction. The basic divisions of the
balance of the national economy and its contents are alsc defined,

The development of the political economy of socialism demands a goeneraliza-
tion of the enormous experience of socialist construction in che USSR, Therefore,
the application of sclientific methods of statistics » With the a1d of which the
economic development of Soviet Bociety is analyzed, must play an important role in
the sclentific develupment of the political economy of socialism.

Bolshevix Party discipline in all ite practical mrnd thevreticai aspects is
the most important demand presented by the Party and the govermment to our
statistical agencies and theoretical workers in the field of etatistice. It
1s one of the most important areas of battle for the victory of Communism in
our country. In addition, theoretioal statisticy is one of the most important
assas’ of dattle against reavtionary bourgeois ideology. Statistical practice
helps the Party and the government tc decide tasks of econumic and cultural
oonstruction.,

Meanvhile, the theoxetical development of statistics, at the present time,
lags bebind those demands which the practice of socialist conmstruction presents
to Soviet statistical scieuce.

The conditicn of the thecreticai front in the field of statistics bears witc-
noss tothe fact that pony scientific workers in the field of statistics, to this
9uy, wo Lot understand the tasks advanced by the practice of socialist construs-
ticr. They twrn away from the resolution of these tasks and move along the in-
correot end dangerous saths cf fornaliem &and echolesticism, Among a certain
sec*ion of the workers on the theoretical front, there is cwrrent a formalistic
thvory which regards etarictics as the sum of abotract-mathematZical conditions
ard mathols,
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These conaitions were reflacted r & yurber of widely dtegvrituted text-. .
baoks, such a2, £ Course in the Thuory of dtatistice by Professor &, S,

- Yustremskiy, Professor A. Ya, Boyarskiy, -and others, the textbook by professor
Uekrash, and several other textbocks, If in several of these works 1t ig admitted
that pplitical economy is the baeis of socic-conomic statisvice, this acknow-
ledgement bas simply & declarative value, whils theeponomic problems are stuiied
by & purely quantitetive method removed fron the laws of econcmic development
ap revealed by Marxist-Leninist politicel assonomy. These textbooks devote
primery attention to the exposition of methods ard formulss which have only sub-
ordinate significence, They cannot themselves reveal the conformity to law of
the phenomene under invesiigation, Questions of economic statistics and in-
vegtigations of economic phenomena are treated in these textbooks orly as
mehods illustrating this or that condition of mathemetical statistiocs,

There 18 no doubt that the expedient utilizatlon of mathematics, includ~
ing higher mathematics, in statistical sciemes 4is completely lawful and nec-
essary. Buwever, mathematical methods and furmulas in economic statistics can
bave only & subordinate, auxiliary significance. Attempts to treat mathematics
a5 the basis of ptatistice on a lsvel with and paraliel to political economy is
2 manifestation of bourgeois infinences in the T1sld of atatistics,

The eatrangement of etatistios from the Marxist-Leninist political economy
finda its sxpreesion in the wnderesiimation or in ignoring the method of group-
ings, the speoisl principal significance of which Lenin and Stalin repeatedly
pointed out,’ This inevitably issues from the mathematical conception because
grouplngs are the result of sconomic analysis, and in formal mathematical schemes

“ thers 1s no place for such. In contrast with the straight-forward instruction
of Stalin that "the method of average numbers, not corrected with data according
to areas, is not a scientific method” (Questions of Leninism, 11th Edition, p?256),
certain authors consider the method or averages the basis of statistice eand pass
silently over the fact that an average vithout grouping is a formal average with-
out fuundation and that the analysis of averages is impossible without scientific
grouping. An example of this insdnmissitle ignorance of the Leninict methed of
grouping is Professor Nekrash's textbook in which the Leninist method of grouping
18 contrasted with mathematical methods of the construction of variant series.

Long ago, +he antiscientific theory concerning the 4ying-out of statistics
in e rlanned sociallst economy was exposed 2nd refuted, However, the substitu-
tiou Jor ecovomic analysis of formal math.ratical schemes is in its essence no
more than an attempt to liquidate economic statistics. For this very reascn,
tke aythorg of a numder of toxtbooks on stetistics wera nct only unable tc expose
the [?a.ls thec v of ths dying-out of etatietics in socialism, but even presented
& number of sitw: *ions which in essence ~upported this theory,

The expceure and evrmountirg of formalistic "theories” and mistakes 1a
necessary to the significant use of theoretical wurks in the field of statistics.

Attempis to treat social phenomena fron the point of viev of mathematical
svaemes inevitably leads to crude politic... mistakes, Thue, for example, in
Professor Urlanis' .orks on statistios of population, the question concerning the
mortality rate ie withowt comnneoction with histcrical amd sccial conditions.

In the memiallty scale eet up by these works, countries vwith different social
structures anc different social conditions are mixed together. Professor Urlanis
appears to be a captive of bourgeois statistical methodology when he asserts that
exmong the countries having the lowest mortality rates is a country like South
Africa, Hs does not indicatejhowever, that the adduced lov death rate in South
Africa refors only to the Furopean population which mekes up only 20 percent of
the emtire population of South Africa. It is well known that tke mortality rate
of the local population is meny times higher than t»- mortality rate amng"!uropes.n
colonials,
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The departure from Harxialt—Loninist pages of Soviet statistice finds 1its
expression in the servility and eubservience of certain of our statisticlans :
before bourgeois statistice. An example of such an unworthy servility on the ) e ®
part of a Soviet scientific worker is the atatemsnt of P, P, Maslov that the o
inclusion in our Soviet statistjcs of the latest technical Pachisvements” of
the English statistiocsl school ... sets our statistics on a higher historical
(1) plane” (Izvestiys Akadenti Wauk, Bconomics and Law, Section, Fo 3, 1946,

p 263), This utterance by Maslov bearas vitness to his failure to understand
that statietiorl acience. 12 set on an immeasurable height by the works of
" Lenin and Stelin snd by the practice of socinlist comstruction in the USSR,
and that Soviet statistice enjoy the highest superiority over bourgeols statistice.

Many sceintific vorkers in the field of statistics do not pay sitention to
o the development of current gquestions of economic statigtica nor to the general-
, 1zation of the richest experience accwmulated by the practice of socialist
1 construction in tbe UBSR,

Thus, for sxample, completely imadequate attention is pajid to the treatment
of theoretical bases snd principles of such an important question of Savist
statistice as the orgapnigation of government accounting. The Soviet Unicn is
the only ‘country in the world where statistical observation includes all organiza-
wons, enterprises; branches of soonomy, and fields of cultural advancement in
a. single program. Aa early as 1920, Comrade Stalin pointed out that "it is nec-
essary for inspection workers to help their comredes in suthority, both centrally

and in ‘the field, to eet up more expedisnt foxms or ¢mlculation of government Lo »
property. They should help set up expedient forms of accovnte vhich would restore ' .
the supply system, the peace and var mechine, and the economic system” (Works, ‘ .

Vol &, p 366), During the years of socislist conatruction, according to the
peculiarities of each of its stages, the forms and methods of the management of
economy changed and were perfected. On this basis, the forms of calculation

: L and acoounting changed too. In connection with this, the establishment of the

N Lo most expedient forms of celculation and accounting and the struggle with excesses

: g in acoounting and vith local antigovernment tendencies in this matter are of
extraordinary importance. All these questions are passed over in our theoretical
literature.

To this day, our soientific vorkera have not published a single work on
the qvestion of the organization of accounting.

In textbooks, on the theory of statistice, altogether inadequate attention A -
is paid to the orranizetion of government accounts, and questions of statistical :
supervision are elucidatel very often withcut mention of the nev concepts vhich

the practice of aocialist construction trought into this field, and without

mention of ths faot that the presence of government statistics in a cocialist

sodlety radically okangos the whole organizatim of statistioal supervirion.

The lag in the treatment ¢f Surrent questions on the theory of ecunomic ' s
statist{on is especially clearly indicated in the lov thecoretical level of a " P
pumber of textbooks on branch statistics. Thie finds its expression in an un- B
satisfactory econoric basis of statistlcal inder 3, in "6 2implified and
erronecua treatment of & number of quections.

The absence of a general course of sconomic gptatistics is completely in-
tolereble. Molotov, in nis speech at the All-Union Conference of Workers of
the Higher Schools in 1938, specifically indicated the necessity of the com-
pilation of & textbook on national ecomomic accounting. This instruction from
Molotov is etill unfulfilled and is undcubtedly one of the results of the lag of
theoretical statistics Dehind the tasks and practices of socialist construction.
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The mcet sericue ‘adeouscy in the field ¢f theoretical work is the absence
=€ genuine aggreasive criticism of contempcrary bourgeols theories and methods
cf statistics, and iack of u aystematic expcsure of the falsification of facta

X erployed by bourgeois statistics. The methodclogical basis of bourgeoie sta-
Ly tistice 18 a reactionary ideological philcscphy and a vulgar political sconomy.
Contemporary bourgeois ascience both in the fields of philosophy and sconomics

deniec the prosibility of the knowledge of objective laws an’; sven denies their
very exiatence, This oxtreme idealism and e:treme spirit of reaction is the
raesult of the striving of bourgecis atatistice to move away from an explanation
of the lava of development of coatemporary society, to conceal and shade the
contradictions of capitalism, and %o create & falsified picture of capitalist
economy. In conformity with this, cmntemporary bourgeoia political economy,
particularly its Anglo-American school, replasces the study of intermal laws of
sconomic development with the superficialitiea of empirical descriptions and
economic analyses of formal mathematical synthesis.

The contemporary school of American statisticisns alsc moves along the same
path as: U, Mitchell, U, Persone, ¥. King, T, Kelly, snd others., They invented,
for example, the psuedosaiantific concept of "tremd" (perpstual motion) that is,

imaginary lines of the interminable progressive movement of the capitalist struc-
ture. They try to explnm all deviations f‘rom the imeginary line, crises, plots,
and - sven revolutions asg casual disturbances.”

The English professor Pearson is considered one of the most important

i g suthorities in contemporary bourgeols theoretical astatistics. Lenin's Material-
i DI ism apd Egpirical Criticism refuted Pearscis dhilosophy with annihilating critie
| R : ¢1sm. Yor Professor Pearaon, the real things sre "sensual preceptions.” He denies

the existeace of objactive rules in nature and society, he denies the existence

of objective causality. Pearson sees the aim of sclence noi as the explanation

of phenocmena but as the description of them. The reflection of this rsactionary
nub.}ootivo -idealistic philosophy in the field of statistlce 1s the Pee.rsonia.n

"theory" of curved distribution and ite antithesis of the "false” and the "true”

correlation, Soviet statistical science must reveal the theoretical worthless-
ness and stagnation of contemporary bourgeois statistice and expose its false
methods, These false approacnes are especially employed in the field of labor
statistics, in the etatistics of wages and unempioyment, that is, where bourgeolc
statistics deal with facts about the workers' standard of living.

The fmlsification of vages in bourgeois statistics is accomplished, for -
examzle, by <he method of substituting for the real vages of a vorker a salary
acoording to the %ariff table, t' e latter alvays exceeding the real vage--in
some years by 10 percent or mure, or through the citing of facts dealing with
: . the alimxation Jf the hourly rata of wagor., Facts on wages are gathered not

- ' from the whole ritional economy, but rather from the vell-paid professions and

: ' well-paild categories of workers. In the vage fund of workers and employees are

included the salaries and bonuses of directors of trusts. Falsification of the
real wages 1s also achieved by the comsiruction of vicious and false indexes
of the cost of living, and indexes of prices. Thus, in tbe calculation of in-
dexes of the cost of iiving duriag the war, no attention was paid itc the pricec
on the bleck market, although it ie well kncwn that the workers were otliged to
turn to it. Rents vere estimated according tc pravar data. Among the selectlon
of commodities for the calculation of indexes, there were -ncliuled goods whose
pricee rose the least. That is why the official index of the cost of living in
bourgeois countries is always minimized,

Bourgeois statistics ignore completely the influence of unemployment on
the working class's standard of iiving., The statistics of unemployment take
into account only a small part cf unemployment. A vicious methodology of di-
fining the number of unemployed on the basis of percent of unemployed among &
restricted mumber of professions artificially minimizes the real number of unem-
pioyed.
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Individuel; who 65 not work a full wcerkday, those who are not registered
with employment agencies, those who do not take advantage of the right to relief,

thuse who have gome to the farms, into housekeeoping, those lcoking for work--
none of these ars taken into account.

Facts concerning national income are no less subject to falsification.
National income 18 exaggerated by including in it services, and expenditurss
on the bourgesois govermme~t apparatus, on the army, on churches, etc, The dias-
tritmtion of national income by clasees is misrepresented. Comrade Stalin in
a speech at the 16th Congress of the party exposed the methods of bourgeols falsi-
fication as "havmg as ite aim, partly the hiding of the incomes of capitaliets
aad to minimize them, Bpé partly the Inflution and increasing of the incomes of
the vorking class, by reckoning, as workers, officials who receive enormous salaries”
{Questions of lepinism, 10tk Edition, p 381). '

There is not one branch of sccic-aconomic statistics whera bourgsols sta-
tiatics have mot falsified statistical data, Soviet economists must not only ex-
pouns the depraviiy of beurgeols statistics before the whole world, but must also
disclose the real situstion by comparing falsified bourgeols statietics with their
own correct, scientifically verified data.

Bafore Soviet sconomiets and statisticians stands the task of treating
questions concerning the theory of statlistics. Above all, it is necessary to
master the rich Leniniat keritage and the instructions of Stalin on guestions of
statistice. . As.for the treatment. of materials of the ieninist heritage in the
field of statistics, vory little has been done to date. In particular, there has
not been written or published a single specialized vorxk dedicated to this most
important question. The atvention cf our ecientific workers must be ghifted to
current questions of economic svatistice.

Vital aignificance in all atatiatical vork is attributed to questione of
orgsnization and methods of verification of fulfillment of national-economic plave
and balances, of the plans of the allocation of material funds,of plans uf develop-
ment and inculoatior of nsw techniques ‘n the pational economy, and ths sclentifio
anslysis of statiutical materials. There must be a trectment of questions dealing
with the setting up of an account balance of national ecomomy, with statietics of
the social product, and of the gross and net production of the individual branches
of th- natiopal econcmy. The study of the proportions among the separate branches
of the national economy, directed at the exposure and pravention of partial dis-
provortions which can arise in the course of the fulfillment of plans, also demands
the treatment, of a number of theoretical statistical questions such as methods of
setting up account balances, the ccaparison of siructural indexes Aand “he %empos
ol the development or the individual branches,

Soientific workers in statistics must *ork out probleme dealing with the
generalization of leading performances, vith the study of mean-progressive norms,
with the exposing of backvard enterprises and the reason for their packvardness.
This demanda further development of the theory of groupings.

The application of statistical-ecomomic analysis of mass statistical materials
for the verifica.ion of plan fulfillment in conjunction vith a dynamic obsesvation
of facts demands further theoretical treatment of a selection method in all
dbranches of national economy and also a treatment of the methods of monographic
studies of individual enterprises.

The study of questions concerned with the fulfillment of the Five-Year Plan
deranua the treatmsnt of questions concerning methods of accounting in the volume
of capital comstrnction, the volume of basic funds invested, the placing in action
of the moet important of the actuating objects, (puskovykh ob'yektov), and the
evaluation of basic funds.
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a significant number U Currsnt theoretliai quéations arises from the treat-’
" ment of the system of Soviet indexes, which show the physicsl volume of produc-
tivn, vholessle and retall pricee, physical volume of capital construotion, cost
of production and camstructicn, and expenses of handling and productivity labor.
The sigrificence of & correct calculation of indexes relative to strengthening
the ivle of wholesale prices in induatry and constructicm is & particularly growing
one,

According to Gosplan date for the first quarter of 1948, purchesing power of
the Scviet ruble has risen k1 percent, Real rages of workers and employees have
gone up as a result of the lovering of prices and the rise of the ruble’s buying
power, In the first quarter f 1948, in compsrison with the first quarter of
1947, monetary wages vere up &n aversge of 51 percent. Further trsatment of
questione comnected with the study of the growth of the purchasing power of the
ruble and the real weges of workera and employees in the USSR is an importaat
task fur Soviet statisticiens.

The action of the lav of value in the Soviet Union must be studied scientifi-
cally. To this are related, above all, suchk guestions as the calculation of price
indexss, and production cost and distribution expense.

Soviet govermment statistics must provide a single methodologloal guide for
all statistical operdiions of ministiries and departments, Correct eccount figures
are essential, It should be remombered that the struggle for correct figures is

- the #truggle with antigovernment and localist tendencies, with decepiion, witl
failures: to mtke proper scvounts, with additions ani all other attempte to corrupt
factual data concerning fulfillment of the plan., An actual fulfillment of the
plan is ites fulfillment not only for gross production but also its fulfillment of
the program in the most importent aaspects of actual output, by seleotion, by cost
price and other qualititative indexes, Statistics is a powerful vespon for veri-
fication of the fulfillment of govermment plans. In tkis conneotion, theoretical
questions concerning methods of control works in the field of statistice and
comparisons of statisticul facts with indexes of the plans acjuire epeciel signif-
icance..

An indispersable condition in the approach to all theoretical works in the
field of statistice is a mercilese struggle against bourgeois statistice, the ua-
mesking of its antiscientific and apologetic character, a fight against all at-
tempts at suvrreptitious introduction of bourgeoils ideology intc the theory of
statistics, The soviet statiztictan mvst liquidate the last ounce of formaliem
ir the theory of statistics, and root out the servility found among certain
statisticians to foreign ideas and their admiration for bourgeois etatisticc.

Qur theoretical vorkers must seriously teke up the study of the blatory of
Russian statistics., It is completely inmdmissitle that up to thie time the
schievement of Ruseian stuatistics has been concealed., Lenin, while severely
oriticizing the mistakes of rural gtatistics at the same time pointed out 1ts
achievexents. “An intimate acquaintance o1 Burcpesns with our rural statistice
wonld undoubtedly give a strong impetus to the progress of social etatistics in
general” (Workp, Vol LV, p 266).

Scientific generaliiation of the rich matericl witr which Soviet statistice
deal demends & further arming of axr cadres vith an intensive knowledge of Marxist-
Leninisi theory, and a continual raising of their theoretical levels. The writing
of a textbook on econcmic statistice 1s a point of honor among Soviet statisti.
¢ians -~ & textbotk vhich would in full measure, reflect the numercus and many-
8ided instructions of Lenin and Stalin on questions of statistics and vhich would
theoretically generalize the prastical experience of Soviet statistics.

It 18 necessary to raise the ideological and political level of all the
sclentific work of Soviet stat!sticians and to work out the thecretical develop-
ment of curreant statistical problems arising from tae practice of sccialiet con-

- struction in the USSR,
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